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pursuant to section 402(b)(1) of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (22
U.S.C. 6442(b)(1)) would be a powerful and ef-
fective tool in highlighting abuses of reli-
gious freedom in Vietnam and in encour-
aging improvement in the respect for human
rights in Vietnam; and

(3) the Secretary of State should, in ac-
cordance with the recommendation of the
United States Commission on International
Religious Freedom, designate Vietnam as a
country of particular concern for religious
freedom.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 259. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 1519, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2018 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

——
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 259. Mr. CARDIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1519, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2018 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1088. MODIFICATION TO THE HUBZONE PRO-
GRAM.

Section 3(p)(4)(C) of the Small Business
Act (156 U.S.C. 632(p)(4)(C)) is amended by
striking ‘‘until the later of”’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting ‘‘for the 7-year period fol-
lowing the date on which the census tract or
nonmetropolitan county ceased to be so
qualified.”’.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
have 9 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Purusant to rule XXVI. paragraph
5(a) of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is

authorized to meet during the session
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of the Senate on Tuesday, July 18, 2017,
at 9:30 a.m., in open session to consider
a nomination.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session

of the Senate on Tuesday, July, 18,

2017, at 2:30 p.m., in open session to

consider the nominations.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, July 18, 2017 at 10 a.m. to
conduct a hearing to consider nomina-
tions.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
in order to hold a hearing on Tuesday,

July 18, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. in Room 366

of the Dirksen Senate Office Building

in Washington, DC.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the

Senate on Tuesday, July 18, 2017, at 9

a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office

Building, to conduct a hearing entitled

“Comprehensive Tax Reform: Pros-

pects and Challenges.”’

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the

Senate on Tuesday, July 18, 2017, at 11

a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office

Building, to consider the nomination of

David J. Kautter, of Virginia, to be an

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury,

vice Mark J. Mazur.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-

sion of the Senate on Tuesday, July 18,

2017 at 10 a.m., to hold a hearing enti-

tled ‘“‘Nominations.”

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the

U.S. Senate on Tuesday, July 18, 2017

from 3:30 pm-5:00 pm, in room SH-219 of

the Senate Hart Office Building to hold

a Closed Member Briefing.

COMMITTEE ON MULTILATERAL INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT, MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS,
AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC, ENERGY, AND
ENVIRONMENT
The Committee on Foreign Relations

Subcommittee on Multilateral Inter-

national Development, Multilateral In-
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stitutions, and International Eco-
nomic, Energy, and Environmental pol-
icy be authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Tuesday, July
18, 2017 at 2:30 p.m., to hold a hearing
entitled ¢ ‘The Four Famines’: Root
Causes and a Multilateral Action
Plan.”

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Myles
Odermann, an intern in my office, be
granted floor privileges for the dura-
tion of today’s session of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY
19, 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday,
July 19; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Bush nomination; finally,
that the time until the cloture vote on
the Bush nomination be equally di-
vided between the two leaders or their
designees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:19 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, July 19, 2017, at 9:30 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate July 18, 2017:
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

PATRICK M. SHANAHAN, OF WASHINGTON, TO BE DEP-
UTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.
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